Audubon

March 24, 2011

Dear Senator:

The National Audubon Society stands with our chapters and 21 state offices to share our
grave concerns about the funding battle that is currently pending in the Senate. The
extreme and reckless bill completed by the House, HR 1, devastates many of the programs
funded by Congress that help provide for clean air, clean water, and vital natural areas for
birds, wildlife and people. These programs are important to all Americans and we hope
that as the Senate moves forward you will soundly reject the draconian cuts contained in
the House bill.

The House bill guts the broadly supported Land and Water Conservation Fund, cutting
funding by 90 percent. This funding provides protection for lands and wildlife habitat in
our National Wildlife Refuges, Parks, Forests and other public lands. Each day, 6,000 acres
of open space are lost in the U.S. to habitat fragmentation and destruction. Once these lands
are lost, they can never be recovered.

The entire Environmental Protection Agency is facing a $3 billion cut to its budget, the
largest in 30 years. Such cuts would jeopardize its ability to reduce greenhouse gas
pollution and protect our families and the environment.

In addition to the cuts to critical programs, the House bill actually eliminates two programs
that are essential to people, birds and other wildlife. HR 1 removes all funding from the
North American Wetlands Conservation fund, a critical program that helps preserve
wetlands throughout the country. If HR 1 were to pass in its current form, it also would
remove any federal funding to State Wildlife Grants, an important source of funding in each
state for wildlife programs. These grants help states cost-share many conservation
activities.

The upcoming weeks are critical to our nation and our environment. [ urge you to oppose
the irresponsible cuts contained in HR 1.

Sincerely,

DS/

David Yarnold
President and CEO
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